result of illegal abortions. Doctors, anesthesiologists, and unlicensed practitioners have been charged with murder, attempted illegal abortion, and other related charges. In some cases, courts were tasked to decide whether illegal abortions or anesthesia were the proximate cause of patients' deaths. Jurors in one case found that the precise cause of death was unknowable; thus, reducing the charge to aggravated battery. In another case, a victim was anesthetized with sodium pentothal (People v. Jackson, 1963) . The defendant began the abortion and likely internally punctured the victim. The defendant administered atropine and Dilaudid, and then gave the victim sodium pentothal. The victim stopped breathing, but rather than take her to a nearby hospital or contact the police, the offender attempted to revive the victim for more than one hour. The victim died from bilateral pulmonary congestion caused by sodium pentothal. Death was unforeseeable and accidental in this case, even though sodium pentothal is a strong and dangerous drug that should only be administered in hospitals when nurses may attend to patients. The defendant claimed that the anesthesia was an intervening and superseding cause; and that the puncture wound was not the proximate cause of death. If the puncture wound, created during a felonious illegal abortion, would have caused the victim to die, then the defendant would have been guilty of second-degree murder. However, if the anesthesia killed the victim, then the defendant would have been guilty of manslaughter because the sodium pentothal superseded the causation of the puncture wound. In another case, a defendant was tried for murder (Huntington v. San Francisco, 1907) . The victim likely died from anesthesia administered during a surgical operation. The defendant denied having knowledge of the victim's pregnancy. The defendant also denied intending to perform an abortion. The prosecution contended that an instruction for manslaughter was inappropriate because the defendant had knowledge of the pregnancy and intended to perform an abortion. Thus, the victim was murdered. However, the defendant was convicted of manslaughter.
Addicted Mothers
In the past 25 years, several hundred mothers in more than 30 states have been prosecuted for harming fetuses with substances (Ala. Code § 26-15-3.2, 2011; Alaska Stat. § 11.51.110, 2011; Del. Code Ann. tit. 11, § 1102 , 2011 Haw. Rev. Stat. § 709-904, 2011; Idaho Code Ann. § 37-2737A, 
